MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
Cologne, Mayence, Troves, Ratisbon and Vienna are today
German cities, and the extremi hominum are found upon Flemish
soil.1 Of course, the Romanized population did not suddenly
disappear. While it seems to have been completely effaced in
Tongres, Tournai and Arras, there were still Christians—that is,
Romans—in Cologne and Troves. But those who continued there
gradually became Germanized. The Romani to whom the Salic
Law refers attest the presence of these survivors, and the Vita Sancti
Severini affords us a glimpse of the intermediary state in Noricum.2
We know, also, that there were Romans who held their own for
a long while in the mountains of the Tyrol and Bavaria.3 Here
then, colonization took place; the substitution of one population
for another; Germanization. The establishment en masse of the
Western Germans on their own frontiers offers a strange contrast
with the formidable migrations which led the Goths from the
Dnieper into Italy and Spain, the Burgundi from the Elbe to the
Rhine, and the Vandals from the Theiss to Africa, The Germans
confined themselves to crossing the river upon which Caesar had
established them. Are we to seek the explanation in race? I do not
think so. The Franks, in the 3rd century, pushed forward to the
Pyrenees, and the Saxons invaded England.
I am more inclined to believe that die explanation is to be sought
in the geographical situation. By installing themselves on the
frontiers of the Empire the Germans did not directly menace its
vital points—Constantinople, Ravenna and Africa, It was therefore
possible to allow them to settle down and attach themselves to the
soil, a privilege which the Emperors had always refused the Ger-
mans of the East until the Visigoths were settled in Aquitainc. In
order to make them keep to the frontiers, however, Julian under-
took certain expeditions against the Franks and the Alamans; the
Roman population retreated before them; they were not installed,
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